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This three day conference brought together 1,488 law enforcement and prosecutorial professionals from every 
level of government to strengthen critical relationships and learn from experts in their fi elds. 

Child exploitation is a growing global threat facilitated by the expansion and ever-changing nature of technology.
Th e proliferation of smart-phone cameras and webcams allows off enders to easily produce child pornography 
anywhere in the world and the victims need not even be in the same country. Increasingly, child pornography is 
untraceable and shared anonymously via encrypted fi les on the Darknet.

Event Highlights

It is clear that fi ghting these crimes requires special expertise. Th e 2018 National Law Enforcement Training on 
Child Exploitation provided a singular opportunity for law enforcement and prosecutorial professionals to come 
together to learn cutting-edge techniques, to share information, and to improve collaboration.

During the opening ceremony, the Honorable Jesse Panuccio recognized the thousands of dedicated professionals, 
including those attending this conference, for their eff orts which he noted as being “nothing short of heroic.” He 
also acknowledged the impressive and collaborative work done by the 61 ICAC Task Forces and their more than 
4,500 federal, state, local and tribal affi  liate agencies to combat technology-facilitated child exploitation.

Mr. Panuccio concluded by saying, “Our children, and indeed our nation, are safer because of the valiant work you 
do. Our Attorney General and the entire Department of Justice are proud to stand beside law enforcement and 
to support you.  We will continue to put our faith in your professionalism, and we pledge to keep giving you the 
resources we have available to fi ght the scourge of child sexual exploitation.”

“Task Force participants have done remarkable work and are ““TTaskk FForrccee participantss have done remarkaable wworkk andd aarre 
making cyberspace and public spaces safer for our children.”mmmakkiinnng ccyybberspace aand ppublic sppaces safer ffoor our chhiildrrenn..”                                                            

TTTThheeee HHHHonorrable JJesse PPannuuucccciioo
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Th e Honorable Byung J. “BJay” Pak
United States Attorney
Northern District of Georgia
“With the ever-changing technology in terms of encryption and soft ware, 
investigating and prosecuting these cases are becoming more diffi  cult and criminals 
are getting better and better. Th at is why conferences like this are absolutely 
necessary so we are on the front lines of learning the latest methods to bring these 
individuals to justice.”  

Distinguished Speakers

Alan Hanson
Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Offi  ce of Justice Programs
“Protecting children is one of our most critical public safety responsibilities. Th e 
safety of our kids depends on highly skilled, highly trained professionals, like all of 
you, and we are committed to providing you the resources your jobs require.”

Vernon M. Keenan
Director
Georgia Bureau of Investigation
“GBI is proud to be one of the 61 ICAC Task Forces in the nation.  Th is work is so 
important and there is such a tremendous amount of investigations to be done, one 
agency cannot do this alone.” Director Keenan emphasized how essential strong 
partnerships are with both local law enforcement and federal agencies.

John P. Cronan
Acting Assistant Attorney General
United States Department of Justice, Criminal Division
“Protecting our children from sex predators demands a dedicated, coordinated, 
strategic response. We must work together. We must remain focused and engaged 
and we must maintain the momentum we have gained.”

Th e Honorable Jesse Panuccio
Acting Associate Attorney General of the United States
“Th e investigators in this room have shown that child exploitation, no matter 
what form it takes, no matter how devious the methods of predators, will not go 
unchallenged.”

The Honorable Jesse Panuccio, along with the other opening ceremony speakers, thanked the attendees who 
enforce our laws and safeguard our communities. He went on to acknowledge that “this is some of the most 
diffi  cult work for law enforcement” and the images they have to investigate on a regular basis contain some of the 
most “unspeakable violations one individual can perpetrate on another.” Th is annual conference strives to equip 
law enforcement and prosecutors with the latest tools and techniques available to combat these horrifi c crimes.
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Opening Ceremony
The presentation of colors by the Georgia State Patrol Honor Guard featuring bagpipes commenced the beginning 
of the opening ceremony.  For the third consecutive year, Julia Brosas, of the Gwinnett Young Singers, followed 
with the singing of the National Anthem.

Alan Hanson, Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General with the Offi  ce of Justice Programs, welcomed and 
thanked the attendees, and noted that the Department of Justice is “committed to giving you the resources your 
jobs require. We are grateful for all that you do and we are proud to be your ally and partner.” He continued to 
recognize the dedication of the nearly 1,500 attendees by commending them for “represent[ing] the very best in 
crime fi ghting in America and we are grateful for your dedication, your professionalism and the skill you bring 
to your work everyday.” All of the guest speakers echoed Alan Hanson’s gratitude and recognition  of  the law 
enforcement offi  cials attending the conference who fi ght the battle against child exploitation on a daily basis. 

Operation Broken Heart
Announced by Attorney General Jeff erson B. Sessions III on Tuesday, June 12, 2018 and highlighted 
by the Honorable Jesse Panuccio during the opening ceremony, “the ICAC Task Forces across the 
country recently arrested more than 2,300 suspected child predators and pornographers nationwide 
as part of the annual, three month eff ort known as Operation Broken Heart.”

Th e 61 ICAC Task Forces, in collaboration with their more than 4,500 federal, state, local and tribal 
affi  liate agencies located across the nation, led the coordination of Operation Broken Heart from 
March through May. Th e results are staggering as they identifi ed 195 off enders and 383 children 
who were victimized.

In addition to the Task Forces’ audacious eff orts to identify off enders and victims, they “investigated 
more than 25,200 complaints of technology-facilitated crimes against children and delivered more 
than 3,700 presentations on Internet safety to over 390,000 youth and adults”, as detailed in the 
Department of Justice, Offi  ce of Public Aff airs’ press release.

As explained by Mr. Pannucio, “Th ese results demonstrate the tremendous potential of these task 
forces to solve these complex cases and bring predators to justice, on a large scale.”
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Attendee Demographics
Over the three-day training event, attendees had more 
than 127 unique labs or lecture workshops to attend.  
Beyond the training sessions, attendees have a unique 
opportunity to network and learn from like-minded law 
enforcement professionals. With representation from 
every region of the United  States and several countries, 
attendees comprised a diverse group with a common 
cause – the elimination and prevention of technology-
facilitated crimes committed against children. While the 
majority of attendees came from the United States, others 
traveled from various U.S. territories, Canada, the United 
Kingdom, India, Guatemala, and as far as Australia.

USA
Canada United Kingdom

India

“As always, it was an excellent conference. “As alwayys, it wwas an exxcellent conferrence. 
It is a must attend for those new to ICAC.”It is a muust atttend for thhose new to ICCAC.”

Returning Attendees

  2015   2016   2017   2018

   22%
   29%    34%    32%

AustraliaGuatemala

GuamPuerto 
Rico

Virgin 
Islands

Federal, state, local and tribal agencies were all represented while law enforcement offi  cers represented the majority 
of those attending. Members from prosecutorial, correctional and non-governmental organizations as well as 
industry professionals were represented. Each year, an average of 29% of attendees from these organizations return 
to the conference to stay well-versed in the fi eld of technology facilitated crimes against children.
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Law Enforcement

Attendees by Discipline

City / Local 

Diverse Attendees

Federal State NGO / Tribal / Other

47%

86%

Prosecution 

Corrections/Probation 

NGO

9%

3%

1%

“Th ere was a large array of courses, so I was able to fi ll my ““ThThTh eerre wwaas a large arraay of courrses, so I waas ablee to fifi ll mmmyyy 
entire  schedule with useful workshops.”  eentire  schheduule with uuseful workshops.””   

Other 
1%

30% 21% 2%
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Expert Speakers
The 2018 National Law Enforcement Training on Child Exploitation featured over 138 nationally and
internationally recognized subject-matter experts. Th e experts represented many diff erent disciplines, including
federal, state and local law enforcement, federal and state prosecutors, executives of non-governmental
organizations and specialists from private-sector organizations. Most are active practitioners in the fi ght
against child exploitation, who brought innovative technology and current techniques to the classroom.

Federal 

City/Local

State

Industry

OJJDP ICAC
Training 
Provider

NGO/
Other

Law Enforcement Prosecution OtherIndustry Professional Education

41%

16%

14%

11%

10%

8%

Speakkerss By Aggency Tyype

“Excellent information by knowledgeable presenters.”““EEExxceellleent informmatiion by knnowledgeablee pressentteers..”

C 8%8%

10%

%

1616166%%%%

48% 19% 14% 11% 8%

Speakers by Discipline
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Overall Experience
This conference is one of the largest events of its kind in the nation and focuses on the prevention, investigation 
and prosecution of technology-facility crimes against children. Attendees had 82 unique lecture (classroom) 
workshops to choose from over the three-day training. In addition, attendees were able to participate in any of 
the 45 unique hands-on computer lab workshops where they were able to actively learn how to use tools and 
techniques to identify predators.

Perpetrators that Abuse Positions of Trust          Sexting Among Teens
Basic CyberTip Investigations          Instagram Catfi shing: Case Study of SarahJane928
Introduction to Online Undercover Chat             Interviewing Child Pornography Targets                
Mobile Device Triage                                                  Introduction to VPNs

“Th e conference always gives me ideas and contacts to ““ThTh e cconferencee always gives me ideas andd contaactss to 
take back and make or work cases.”take baack aand make or work casees.”

Popular Workshops

Lab workshops focused on specialized tools and techniques, ranging from core investigative skills to advanced 
training on investigating various peer-to-peer networks, the Darknet, and anonymization. Lecture sessions included 
case studies, emerging investigative strategies, legal issues, how to identify and work with victims, understanding 
predatory behaviors and offi  cer wellness and safety.
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Training Partners
The U.S. Department of Justice’s Offi  ce of Justice Programs, Offi  ce of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
would like to thank their partners who have worked together to develop and deliver training pertinent to the 
mission of the National Strategy for Child Exploitation Prevention and Interdiction:

Internet Crimes Against Children Task
      Force Program
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
U.S. Department of Justice
     Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section,
           Criminal Division
     Executive Offi  ce for United States Attorneys
     Federal Bureau of Investigation
     Offi  ce of the Attorney General
     Offi  ce of the Deputy Attorney General
     Offi  ces of the United States Attorneys
     U.S. Marshals Service
U.S. Postal Inspection Service

Once again, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and the Georgia ICAC Task Force were outstanding hosts for 
this training event, and their assistance with various key logistics is greatly appreciated. Th e Georgia State Patrol 
played a pivotal role in the opening ceremony as they presented our nation’s colors. Th e following agencies and 
OJJDP ICAC training providers graciously donated computer labs making it possible for attendees to have an 
unparalleled hands-on classroom experience.

Bedford County Sheriff  ’s Offi  ce
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
National Center for Missing & 
      Exploited Children
National Criminal Justice Training Center
      of Fox Valley Technical College
National White Collar Crime Center
SEARCH Group, Inc.



9 Post Conference Report

Excellent Results
By all accounts, the 2018 National Law Enforcement Training on Child Exploitation was a resounding success. 
Many factors can be attributed to its success including, a detailed collaborative planning process, committed inter-
agency coordination, and eff ective partnerships amongst the key stakeholders. Analysis of the event evaluations 
show that 98% of attendees rated the training very highly and would recommend this training to their colleagues. 
A secure mobile app, provided by the National Criminal Justice Training Center of Fox Valley College, was used to 
collect analytical data as well as distribute important information to conference attendees and speakers.

1,488
Attendees

127
Workshops

138
Speakers

“Great, up-to-date classes. Very pleased with the““GGreeaat, up-to--datee classes. Very pleaseed witth thhhe
 location, hotel and course options this year.” llooccation, hootel aand coursse options thhis yeear.””
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Successful events as large as this one require careful planning and execution and the 2018 

National Law Enforcement Training on Child Exploitation is no exception. Th e collaboration 

between the federal agency partners, the many members of the ICAC Task Force Program, 

and OJJDP’s ICAC training providers was pivotal in making this conference a monumental 

success. 

Th e longstanding and strong partnership between 

the Offi  ce of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention and the National Criminal Justice 

Training Center of Fox Valley Technical College, 

the event coordinators, resulted in another U.S. 

Department of Justice large-scale, high-profi le 

training event that ran smoothly, received 

outstanding evaluations, and provided vital 

training to those charged with protecting children. 

Th ese partnerships and this dedicated team 

brought together the required expertise needed 

to thoughtfully and professionally execute this 

project from event conception through post-event 

initiatives.

  2015   2016   2017   2018

1,170

1,485 1,497 1,488

Attendance History
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Thirty-four exhibitors were present to showcase the latest in soft ware, hardware, tools and training. Th ese exhibitors 
gave attendees the opportunity to see the state-of-the-art technology in action, ask questions about the products 
and services being off ered, and provide product reviews as consumers in the fi eld.

For the exhibitors, the conference off ered a unique opportunity to reach nearly 1,500 potential and existing clients 
at a single event to continue to build and strengthen business relationships. As technology continues to advance at 
such a rapid rate, national events such as this help bridge the gap between providers and consumers of innovative 
solutions.

Exhibitors

Internet Crimes Against Children
T a s k  F o r c e  P r o g r a m
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